A COLORFUL
ENCOUNTER, left,
between Cooper and
Taggart in the pink
section of their hill-
side garden. Oenoth-
era and geraniums
bloom in the fore-
ground; Cooper is
surrounded by rock-
rose and artemisia,
and Taggart is ob-
scured by a massive
Salvia canariensis.

Behind him, Bougain-

villea ‘California
Gold' spills off the

couple’s dining arbor.

Below: The entrance
to the garden from
the street.
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But 23 years ago, when Taggart, then sin-
gle, mc d from England to his ramshackle
LA home, it was not the lush landscapes
painted by fellow Brit David Hockney that
inspired him. Rather, a Lucian Freud canvas
of a man shadowed b_\ a succulent led him to
create a spare desert garden. Then, in 19
Laura Cooper moved in and spilled color all
over his minimalist b yund.
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COOPER
. TAGGART
ARTISTS, ART TEACHERS, GARDEN DESIGNERS

aggart's work—precise in-

sect sketches, ambiguous

wax-on-oil renderings of

plant roots (see Under-
growth, above bottom)—reflects na-
ture. The collages Cooper made as a
way of planning their garden (detail of
Red Garden, above top) shape it. Al-
though their approaches differ, many
of their opinions are shared.

m Favorite plant: Crotalaria agatiflora

m Pet peeve: gophers

m Favorite artist: Tim Hawkinson
(Taggart); Piplotti Rist (Cooper)

m Best thing about our garden is
how hidden and faraway it feels.

m Garden weakness: planting too
many things

m If | died and came back as a
plant, it would be a cardoon,
because they come back bigger each
year (T); Brugmansia ‘Charles
Grimaldi™—it's intoxicatingly beauti-
ful, yet witchy and dangerous (C).

m The next hot landscaping
trend is gardening naked.

m The landscaping trend that is
so over is...that never happens.

m Favorite artistic mediums:
pencil and acrylic (T)

m The difference between art
and gardening is not much.

m The Getty garden is complex.

m Our garden is evolving.



